EXECUTI VE CHAMBERS
HONCLULU
July 13, 2004

STATEMENT OF OBJECTI ONS TO HOUSE BI LL NO. 2025
Honor abl e Menbers

Twent y- Second Legi sl ature

State of Hawai i

Pursuant to Section 16 of Article Ill of the
Constitution of the State of Hawaii, | amreturning herewth,
wi t hout ny approval, House Bill No. 2025, entitled "ABill for an
Act Relating to Equal Pay."

The purposes of this bill are to prohibit enployers
fromdi scrimnating agai nst enpl oyees in the paynent of wages
because of gender and to establish a four-year pay equity task
force under the Ofice of the Governor

This bill is objectionable because state | aw al ready
prohi bits enployers, including the State and its political
subdi vi sions, fromdiscrimnating on the basis of sex. Section
378-2, Hawaii Revised Statutes, states that it shall be an
unl awful discrimnatory practice for any enployer to discrimnate
agai nst any individual in conpensation or in the terns,
conditions, or privileges of enploynent on the basis of the
enpl oyee’ s sex.

Federal |aw al so prohibits enployers from
di scrimnating on the basis of gender when it conmes to enpl oyees
conpensation. Specifically, the Equal Pay Act of 1963 requires
enpl oyers to pay nmen and wonen equal pay for equal work w thin
the sane establishnment. 1In addition, Title VIl of the Gvil
Ri ghts Act of 1964, as anended, al so prohibits discrimnation on
the basis of sex. In light of these existing | aws proscribing
di scrimnation on the basis of gender, this bill is unnecessary.

This bill also creates a four-year pay equity task
force. The scope of review for this task force is broad and
vague. As it relates to pay equity in public enploynment, it is
unnecessary because conpensation is usually tied to the
government cl assification system Under that system fenmale
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enpl oyees are paid the sane conpensation as mal e enployees in the
sanme cl assification.
For the foregoing reasons, | amreturning House Bill
No. 2025 without ny approval.
Respectful |y,

LI NDA LI NGLE
Gover nor of Hawaii



